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SURFER-SCIENTISTS KERRY BLACK
AND SHAW MEAD DELIVER
WORLD-CLASS BREAKS ON
DEMAND, NO COAST NECESSARY
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1 IFYOU'RE A SURFER

prong to hera worship, ;
i | you don't have to ook = ‘
| much further than Kerry !
m Black and Shaw = -

Mead. Both New E ~UNT - m
Zealanders, both Ph D s, both longlime u i 3 .
obsessive surfers, the hvo have deveted NOW,
the past decade v delivering waves of SURFIN
epic quality fo some prefty unlikely E INA
POOL HAS
BEEN LIKE

places — suburban Orlendo, for instance,
where their first antrolled

adjustable raef. the Versareef [see page RIDING A
871, will debut later this yeor in a 70 E BIKE WITH
meter-long wave pool E FLAT TIRES.”

.  —SHAW MEAD
REEF RESEARCH [FRONT]

Black, 54, and Mead, 38 first collabo-
rated in the mid-1990s. Black. then

Mead's adviser in Waikato Universin's
sceanography progrom, presented his = o take fhe gerial protos the duo needed

COMmEpber

wra, Californio. Using the data about
seabed shape to mimic nature’s best
waves in a pool was a logical next step.
“MNo one had ever broken waoves prop-
erly,” Mead suys. “Until now, surfing in
a wave pool has been like riding a bike
with flat tires * And riding it up ond
down the same block. In contrast, the
Versareef's adjustable Hoor allows riders
o start the day surfing a slow-breaking
California point wave, say, and switch

depth and gradient of the seafioor. He
hung out of smali planes and helicopters

jo defermine how seabed shope affects a
wave's pesl angle and speed, And to get

stuckent with an irresistible doctoral
project. Mead would travel to 40 of the
world’s surfing hotspots fo identify = profil
precisely what about the seabed shape = ing—essential for siudying breaking
distinguishes legendary breaks from intensity — Mead wmped in and phote-
merely surfable waves. Black's goal graphed from the water.

was fo merge environmenial restorohon

creation. He planned 1o provide = FROM THE BEACH TO THE '‘BURBS

shots of the waves achually break-
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the means to build artificial offshore = In the late ‘905, Meod's findings were i an Indonesian barrel after lunch,
reefs that would fight the growing prob- = used to design the world's largest arfifi- On the verge of the Versareef's
lem of beach erosion and would double = cial ocean reef, Narrowneck, on Aus- 2006 apening at Ron Jon Surf Park in

Florida, the surferscientists are busy
scouting for their next surfpark locale—
Mew York City’s Randall's Island is first
in line—and dreaming up plans for the
Versareefl’s second phase. “We can
transfer the technalogy to the ocean,”
says Black with a scienlist's certainty,

as high-quality surfing breaks, trefia’s Gold Coast. At @ beachside cofé
T gather doto, Mead armed Rimself n a nearby town called, naturally,

with @ portable depth sounder and o = Surfers Paradise, Mead convinced his

GPS receiver and spent hwo years cir- mentor to sideline the academic gig to

cling the Pacific Rim, measuring the launch o company devoted fo artificial

seabed beneath some of the world's most surf. Since then, Artificial Surf Reefs [ASR]

coveted surf. He journeved by kayak, Jet has presided over the construction of fwo
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Ski and old fishing dinghies, using the dozen duakpurpase arificial reefs worla- = “and have ihe world's first adjustoble =
depth sounder o gauge ihe shape wide, incliuding ene under way in Ven- = ocean reel " —MELISSA WAGENBERG =
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